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State’s Child Support Enforcement System
Operating Statewide

The Family Independence Agency (FIA) today announced that Michigan’s

Child Support Enforcement System is now operating in all 83 counties, following

a challenge by Governor John Engler in his State of the State address to

implement the system quickly.

FIA Director Douglas Howard announced today that the Oakland County

Friend of the Court completed a successful conversion to the Michigan Child

Support Enforcement System (CSES) on September 28 making it the 82nd county

to implement the federally required system.

In addition, the Wayne County Friend of the Court completed its

conversion to the new CSES-Generation II software over the weekend.  The

Wayne County conversion completes the statewide implementation of CSES as

called for by the Governor in his State of the State message in January.

“Congratulations to FIA, the many counties and the courts that have

worked so diligently to make this a reality,” said Governor Engler.  “This new
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system provides us with the tools to better serve the children and families who depend on full and timely

child support payments.”

According to Howard, Michigan now has a coordinated statewide computer system, a condition

he called “statewideness.”  Failure to achieve this kept Michigan from meeting federal requirements and

has cost the state $69 million in penalties to the federal government over the years.

 “The counties, courts and FIA have been crucial partners in making this system operational,”

Howard said.  “Many people across the nation and in Michigan said it was impossible to bring up 10

counties, representing 54 percent of the statewide child support cases with orders, on the system in under

9 months.   We have proven them wrong.  In Michigan, we know how to rise to a challenge and

succeed.”

On September 28, Howard sent a letter to the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement

requesting a federal review of Michigan’s system.  The federal certification review process could take

up to one year to complete. Once CSES is certified by federal officials, the state should be eligible to

have more than $30 million refunded by the federal government. In addition, a penalty of approximately

$50 million for noncompliance in 2002 would be avoided.

 “I am proud of the Friend of the Court staff, administrators and judges  who pulled together with

state conversion teams to develop a statewide child support system,” said Michigan Supreme Court

Chief Justice Maura Corrigan of the key players in the conversion effort.  “I am aware that several

counties were hesitant to comply, but they spared no cost or effort in committing themselves to success,

once the decision was made.  I am grateful for their professionalism and dedication under tremendously

challenging time constraints.”



In addition to Wayne and Oakland counties, the other county Friend of the Court offices

involved in this effort, and the dates they joined Michigan’s CSES, were:

-    Clinton -- May 2001

- Grand Traverse (includes Antrim & Leelanau) -- July 2001

- Ingham -- July 2001

- Berrien -- August  2001

- St. Clair -- September  2001

- Genesee -- September  2001
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